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Government's order," he says, "the French delegation deems
it necessary to declare that in a moment when France is
compelled by fate of arms to give up the fight, she has a
right to expect that the coming negotiations will be dominated
by a spirit that will give two great neighboring nations a
chance to live and work once more. As a soldier you will
understand the onerous moment that has now come for me to
sign." After the signatures are affixed, General Keitel requests
all present to rise from their seats, and then says: "It is honor-
able for the victor to do honor to the vanquished. We have
risen in commemoration of those who gave their blood to their
countries."
It is announced that no details of the armistice terms will
be made public until after the agreement has been reached
with Italy. There is no positive assurance that the terms will
be published even then. Nor does the agreement signed at
Compiegne provide for immediate cessation of hostilities. It
merely is stated that the fighting is to end six hours after the
Italian Government has notified the German High Command
of the signing of an armistice treaty between Italy and France.
To execute this second treaty the French emissaries leave at
once for Rome.
The Franco-German armistice provides as follows: *
"Article i: The French Government directs a cessation of fight-
ing against the German Reich in France as well as in French pos-
sessions, colonies, protectorate territories and mandates, as well as
1 Based on the Associated Press translation of the official German text
given out in Berlin on June 25.